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This book is intended to help new users to learn the basic concepts of SolidWorks and good solid

modeling techniques in an easy to follow guide that includes video instruction. It will be a great

starting point for those new to SolidWorks or as a teaching aid in classroom training to become

familiar with the software s interface, basic commands and strategies as the user completes a

series of models while learning different ways to accomplish a particular task.  At the end of this

book, you will have a fairly good understanding of the SolidWorks interface and the most commonly

used commands for part modeling, assembly and detailing after completing a series of components

and their 2D drawings complete with Bill of Materials.  The book focuses on the processes to

complete the modeling of a part, instead of focusing on individual software commands or

operations, which are generally simple enough to learn.  The author strived hard to include the

commands required in the Certified SolidWorks Associate test as listed on the SolidWorks website,

as well as several more.  SolidWorks is an easy to use CAD software that includes many time

saving tools that will enable new and experienced users to complete design tasks faster than

before. Most commands covered in this book have advanced options, which may not be covered in

this book. This is meant to be a starting point to help new users to learn the basic and most

frequently used commands.  Now Includes Video Instruction Each copy of this book now includes

video instruction. In these videos the author provides a visual presentation of tutorials found in the

book. The videos reinforce the steps described in the book by allowing you to watch the exact steps

the author uses to complete the exercise.  Table of Contents  Introduction  The SolidWorks Interface

Part Modeling Special Features: Sweep, Loft and Wrap Detail Drawing Assembly Modeling

Analysis: SimulationXpress Collaboration: eDrawings  Appendix  Index
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I teach SolidWorks at the local college and have not been entirely impressed with this book. Many of

the prints in the book are missing critical dimensions leaving the reader to either make a guess as to

the dimension or open up the included part off of the CD and check it. Seems like the kind of thing

that would be resolved easily by having 1 person try to make your parts before you printed out the

book. My students also complain that he is unclear at certain places in the book, but they are

usually complaining about something. I recommend the book by Paul Tran myself. And don't forget

the excellent tutorials built-in to SolidWorks itself.

Some of the drawings for the parts are drafted extremely poorly. Takes some brain power to figure

them out. Also, during some of the chapters, the author will digress into great detail about different

features. Can be a bit confusing and, in my opinion, could be organized differently to be clearer and

easier to follow through.

I have 3 years of experience using AutoCAD programs, and while I love solid works, this book isn't

that great.I required this book since I'm now in college, so I purchased this book from our local book

storeWhat I wasn't expecting was how many drawings in this book have incorrect dimensions. It

leaves you to guess the correct length which may or may not be wrong. Sometimes we all look over

at each others drawings and all of us have different shapes, non of which are close to the

book.Overall I guess it is good for beginners, but be warned, there are mistakes in this book.

Very informative, highly recommended for anyone with little or no experience in solidworks.

Pretty thorough. I've taken courses with multiple CAD programs so I bought this to skim through as

a refresher for SolidWorks. It had good step-by-step instructions.
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